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Terrorism is a common concept that involves the unlawful use of violence to instill fear among various people. Terrorism can be categorized into either domestic or international terrorism. Domestic terrorism consists of any act of terror that is perpetrated by citizens without the involvement of foreigners. On the other hand, international terrorism is associated with foreign militia groups. The Anti-Terrorism Act is an act that was established because the ordinary law was not adequate to deal with the terrorism threats which occurred after 11 September 2001. This was created both with respect as a result of the killing of a cabinet secretary/minister, which took place in the crisis that happened in October 1970, and with respect to the Air India bombing (Mehta, 2019). Canada has indeed been seen relying on the commonplace law, which has been barring participation in crimes like bombings, murders, and finally, the conspiracies as well as the attempt to commit the mentioned crimes in Canada. By this time, the ordinary criminal law has been functioning under the old-style principle that states that motive is not relevant to a crime and that a religious or political motive cannot excuse the directive of the crime (Amirault et al., 2016). In Canada, criminal law is premised on the belief that some acts have to be prevented, and thus the best way in which these acts can be prevented is only through the criminal process. Moreover, we have a criminal justice system in Canada. It plays a significant and critical role in ensuring that Canadians' overall safety, productivity, and wellness are upheld. There is a wide range of efforts made to ensure that the country incorporates fairness in its justice department, which is going to contribute directly to Canada's well-being as a country. The Canadian criminal justice system works by interpreting and application of the Constitution. The Anti-Terrorism Act impacts the criminal law and criminal justice system in various ways, such as widening its scope, reducing terrorism, reducing hate crimes, improving its efficiency, simplifying the work of the criminal justice system through a listing of terrorist entities, and increasing its relevance by demonstrating its constitutionality. 
Anti-terrorism legislation has positively impacted the criminal law and the criminal justice system because it acts to reduce cases of terrorism in Canada, thus dropping the number of criminal cases being registered in the justice system. The Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 is a law act that was created to counter the increased cases of terrorism in Canada (The Government of Canada, 2017). The positive aspect of this legislation on the criminal law and the criminal justice system is that it has made work easier for the criminal justice system because it has prevented terrorism. One of the reasons this law has acquired such achievement is its presentation of terrorism offenses. The Anti-Terrorism Act enabled the establishment of various forms of terrorism offenses in the Criminal Code. For instance, the Act of knowingly participating in varied initiatives of terror groups is regarded as offensive and unlawful. Also, the facilitation of any act of terrorism is also considered an offense under Anti-Terrorism law. Therefore, citizens are highly motivated to obey these rules in order to avoid possible convictions.  
 The Anti-Terrorism Act has expanded the definition of terrorism, thus widening the scope of criminal law and Canada's criminal justice system.  The Anti-Terrorism Act also referred to as ATA, redefined a terrorist group as "an entity that has as one of its purposes or activities the facilitating or carrying out of a terrorist activity or that is an entity set out in a list established by regulation" (Marquardt, 2018). The legislation offers a detailed definition of terrorist activities that include "knowingly facilitating a terrorist activity" and instructing someone to perform activities of a terrorist group (Marquardt, 2018). The expansion of this definition implies that the criminal justice system can pursue criminals who engage in any activity that is described as an act of terrorism. Such definition has also made it easier for the criminal justice system to identify potential terrorist groups, thus taking necessary actions. 
Anti-Terrorism Act has also aided in reducing hate crimes that might emerge as a result of racial profiling. Section 430 of the Code covers extensive explanations about hate crimes. It condemns mischief due to prejudice, bias, or hate founded on race, religion, color, or ethnicity. Pursuant to the amendment of ATA, courts were permitted to order communication agencies to delete any online hate propaganda when such a speech is stored on a computer server within the court's jurisdiction (Bastug, Douai & Akca, 2020).  The Canadian Human Rights Act does not permit the spread of hate messages that can expose a group or a person to hatred because of "the person's identification with a prohibited ground of discrimination." ATA altered the Act to clarify that the passing of hate messages using technologies, for instance, the internet amounts to discrimination (The Government of Canada, 2017).  ATA also amended the National Defense Act by incorporating provisions about CSE (Communications Security Establishment) and technical assistance to the national law agencies. The broad areas that were included are the provision of foreign intelligence and advising on electronic data protection. Also, the amendment included the provision of both operational and technical assistance to national government security agencies.  The Act has impacted specific groups and organizations within Canada in a negative way.  Muslim and Arab Canadians are at risk and more targeted for having links with terrorism networks or terrorists. Also, charitable organizations, especially those that carry out humanitarian work in the Middle East's Arabic countries, are targeted by law enforcement agencies (Nesbitt, 2019). They are primarily monitored for either hiding terrorists or financing underground terrorist networks. Such organizations are aware of the intentions of the Canadian government. They carry out their activities with diligence to evade wrongful accusations of having terrorist connections. They do so to avoid losing public trust and support. The Act has made it challenging to register humanitarian organizations from the Arab region with an underlying perception that they may have ulterior motives. Therefore, the criminal justice system benefits from this legislation because it is only left with a smaller number of hate crimes to pursue since Anti-Terrorism Act acts as a deterrent to hate crime against other ethnicities or races.
The Anti-Terrorism Act improves the criminal justice system's efficiency since it championed for inclusion of various terrorism offenses in criminal code electronic surveillance and identification program. The Code extended the wiretap authorization from 60 days to a maximum duration of one year (The Government of Canada, 2017). It also allowed delays of a maximum of three years as a requirement to communicate with a target after the completion of surveillance (The Government of Canada, 2017). Also, the Code included the Data Bank and the DNA warrant scheme on the list of "primary designated offenses" (Nesbitt, 2019). This allowed the law enforcement agencies and the courts to use forensic DNA technology to carry out investigations and the prosecution of offenses related to terrorism. Courts were also permitted to issue DNA warrants and order the incorporation of DNA profiles of individuals convicted of terrorism offenses in the federal data bank (Marquardt, 2018). Generally, the Anti-Terrorism Act has significantly secured Canadian borders by banning several organizations with terrorism roots, outlawing recruitment, money laundering, incitement, fund-raising, and participation in terrorist-related activities. It was also observed that the Act encouraged moderate individuals within the Muslim community to avoid falling for the "extremist subversion of communal institutions" (Bastug et al., 2020). It also forced individuals and terrorist networks to transform their behaviors within the borders of Canada.
The Anti-Terrorism Act has also eased or simplified the work of the criminal justice system because it fosters the listing of various terrorist entities across the globe. The Act of listing terrorists is an ideal technique of identifying various groups that are linked to terrorism (The Government of Canada, 2017). It is crucial to note that such an act of listing should not be considered an offense. Listing of terrorists' entities is a source of probable cause for the law enforcement authorities. For instance, police officers can engage in unwarranted search or seizure because the characteristics of these individuals' grouping set a probable cause that does such acts accepted by law. All these imply that the criminal justice system can act faster during instances of terror attacks because they might have an idea of the key masterminds or participants due to the listing process. 
Moreover, the Anti-Terrorism Act improves the relevance and the commitment of the criminal justice system because it embraces constitutionality. It is important to note that the Anti-Terrorism Act allows for an investigative hearing that is mainly conducted by the criminal justice system with regards to criminal law (The Government of Canada, 2017). This legislation provides for an investigative hearing to enable law enforcement authorities to collect adequate and reliable information for the purpose of investigating cases of terrorism. These initiatives enable the criminal justice system to uphold due process when handling a terror suspect.  
In summary, The Anti-Terrorism Act impacts the criminal law and criminal justice system in various ways, such as widening its scope, reducing terrorism, reducing hate crimes, improving its efficiency, simplifying the work of the criminal justice system through a listing of terrorist entities, and increasing its relevance by demonstrating its constitutionality. This legislation has proved to be essential in the war against international terrorism. This Act has also enabled Canada to be grouped as one of the countries that supports the war on terrorism. Based on this research, every government should be responsible for the safety of its citizens. Generally, this essay proves that there is a direct relationship between the Anti-Terrorism Act and the criminal justice system. 
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